
'Conveying Truth to the Masses: Maimonides' Political Thought' – Israel Sandman, UCL 

 1

B.H. 

 

Text 1. 

Rabbi Moses Maimonides (1135 – 1204) on the Islamic thinker Al Farabi (c. 870 - 950): 

“I tell you: as for works on logic, one should only study the writings of Abū Nasr al-

Fārābī. All his writings are faultlessly excellent. One ought to study and understand them. 

For he is a great man.” 
(Maimonides’ letter to Samuel ibn Tibbon, translator of Maimonides’ Guide from Arabic into Hebrew, 

translated into English from the Hebrew translation by S. Pines, in ‘Translator’s Introduction,’ Guide of the 

Perplexed) 

 

Text 2: 

From Al Farabi’s The Political Regime (trans. Fazui M. Najjar, in Medieval Political Philosophy, 

eds. Lerner, Ralph, and Muhsin Mahdi) 
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Text 3: 

Excerpts from Maimonides’ Introduction 
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Text 4. 

Moses Maimonides, Mishne Torah, Book One = Book of Knowledge, "Laws of the 

Foundations of the Torah," Chapter 1, nos. 1 – 6 

Translated by Israel M. Sandman 

(Capitalisation and punctuation added for the English translation) 

 

1. The foundation of foundations and the pillar of the sciences (lit. wisdoms) is to 

know that there is a first existent (or: being). He
1
 causes all existent things to 

exist. All existent things from the heavens to the earth and what is between them 

do not exist except from the trueness (or: realness) of His existence.  

2. If it arises in (lit. upon) one’s thought that He does not exist, then no other thing 

could exist. 

3. And if it arises in one’s thought that all existents other than He do not exist, He 

alone would be existent. He would not be negated by their negation. For all 

existents need Him, but He (may He be blessed) does not need them, not [any] 

one of them. Therefore, His trueness (or: realness) is not like the trueness (or: 

realness) of [any] one of them. 

4. This is what the prophet said: "The Lord, God, is true (or: real)" (Jeremiah 10:10): 

He alone is the true (or: real), and no other has trueness like His trueness (or: 

realness like his realness). This is what the Torah says: "There is no other except 

                                                 
1
 Or: It (Hebrew has no neuter pronoun; and English has no personal neuter pronoun.) 
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for Him" (Deuteronomy 4:35), as if to say: aside from Him, there is no true (or: 

real) existent like Him. 

5. It is this existent who is the God of the world, master of the entire earth. It is He 

who conducts the sphere with a power that does not have an end or depletion, 

with a power that does not have an interruption. For the sphere is constantly 

revolving, and it is impossible that it revolve without one who causes it to 

revolve. It is He (may He be blessed) who causes it to revolve, without a hand and 

without a body. 

6. The knowing of this thing is a positive commandment, for it is stated, "I am the 

Lord, your God" (Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 5:6). And whoever raises up in his 

thought that there is another God, aside from this one, transgresses a negative 

[commandment], for it is stated, "You shall not have other gods before my face" 

(Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 5:7); and he denies the fundamental [principle] – for 

this is the great fundamental upon which everything is contingent. 
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(Ibid. trans. Hyamson. Previous text from ch. II; following text from ch. IV) 
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Text 5. 

Book 14 = Book of Judges. Laws of Kings and their Wars, containing 23 

commandments, 10 positive commandments, and 13 negative commandments; and these 

are their details: 1. To appoint a king in Israel … 


