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Jewish Inscriptions in Greek: The Second Temple 
Diaspora

Moschion, the Ioudaios, from Oropos, Sanctuary 

of Amphiaraos, near Athens (ca. 300 BCE)



Some linguistic data on Hebrew in Hellas

1. From ca. 300 BCE–ca. 640 CE, we 

know of c. 3–4,000 Jewish 

inscriptions in Greek from across the 

ancient world

2. From the core of the Greek-speaking 

world, very little Hebrew 

accompanies them. A handful from 

Greece. For Asia Minor, 10-15, a 

portion of which are in fact migrants 

from Palestine, many consisting of 

just a single word, out of 253 total 

inscriptions identified as Jewish.

From Inscriptiones Judaicae Orientis



What’s at stake? The nature of diasporic Judaism and 
its relation to early Rabbinic Judaism



IJO Phrygien 170 from Akmoneia (3rd or 4th century CE?)



MAMA VI 334

William Moir Calder



2nd blessing after Shema, Sabbath Evening Prayer 

Ashkenaz



2nd blessing after Shema, Sabbath Evening Prayer 

Sefard



Significance of the inscription

● Jewish languages, diglossia, and Hebrew literacy: More 

than just a few words…

● Readership and context – could it be from an ancient 

synagogue? 

● Genre - and if it’s prayer, what was prayer in Greek-

speaking diaspora in the Amoraic period? (ca. 200-500 

CE, the formative period of production of Talmud)



The Synagogue of Julia Severa in Akmoneia (fl. 54-68 CE)

“P(ublius) Tyrronios Klados, archisynagogue for life, and Loukios son of Loukios, 

archisynagogue, and Popilios Zotikos, archon, restored the assembly hall (or 

“house”—oikos) constructed by Julia Severa, both from their own and from collected 

funds, and they painted the walls and the ceiling, and made the windows secure and 

made all the remaining ornamentation. These very men also the community 

(sunagoge) honored with a gilt shield due to their virtuous disposition and their 

goodwill and diligence on behalf of the community (sunagoge).”



Date? For 
Greek? For 

Hebrew?



History of the Jews of Phrygia (ca. 200 BCE -

Josephus, AJ 12



Prosabbaton = Friday Evening (“Before the Sabbath”)

[ἐυ]χὰς προ[σαββάτου]

1. Where’s the verb?

2. Why the plural, “prayers?”



CIIP 1.1.5: The issues of a) signage and b) time 

(Jewish vs. Roman)



Greek (Jewish) name?

Μοσχᾶς Προκλῆ Moschas son of Prokles

Jonathan Price on the name, but in Israel at this time:

But Moschas is also good Jewish (and non-Greek, generally) name for this time and 

place - and Prokles is perfectly acceptable, too, as more LGPN research has shown.





Can the Hebrew be explained by any restoration or 
interpretation of extant text that isn’t prayer? 
Andriake, Lycia (S. Coast) - Architectural date of 

Synagogue, 5th century CE





Can’t it be a cursing epitaph? 

Twice Ezekiel 21:

ה֙  לוְאַתָּ ָ֣ לָּ עחָּ שָָּׁ֔ יארָּ ִׂ֖ לנְש  ֵ֑ א  שְרָּ אי  ָ֣ ר־בָּ וֹאֲשֶׁ תיוֹמָׁ֔ ֵ֖ ע  ןבְּ ץ׃עֲו ֺ֥ ֵֽ ק 

{ס}

And to you, O dishonored wicked prince of Israel, whose 

day has come—the time set for your punishment—

ך֙ בַחֲז֥וֹת וְאלָּ ךשָָּׁ֔ ִׂ֖ קְסׇם־לָּ ֵ֑בב  זָּ תכָּ ָ֣ ת  ךלָּ י֙ אוֹתָָּ֗ ל־צַוְאר  ֶֽ יאֶׁ ָ֣ לְל  יםחֶַֽ ע ָׁ֔ רְשָּ

א ָ֣ ר־בָּ םאֲשֶׁ תיוֹמָָּׁ֔ ֵ֖ ע  ןבְּ ץ׃עֲו ֺ֥ ֵֽ ק 

Because they have prophesied falsely about you and 

have divined deceitfully concerning you, you shall be 

wielded over the necks of the dishonored wicked ones, 

for their day has come, the time set for their punishment.

IJO II 1 174 from Akmoneia calls down the 

curses on those who would violate the tomb, “

(γεγραμμέναι ἐν τῷ Δευτερονομίῳ, “those curses 

written in Deuteronomy,” viz. Deut 27 and 28)



Conclusion: If prayer, which prayer? The uniqueness and 
mystery of the utterance… 


