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Early in the morning, Laban kissed his sons and daughters and bade them good-by; then Laban left on his journey
homeward. 2 Jacob went on his way, and angels of God encountered him. 3 When he saw them, Jacob said, "This is
God's camp." So he named that place Mahanaim.e(Gen 32:1-3)

7T PR inpng 195 2PN G 85
wor 9% Wiy o vy IR ion%
IR KD Linea TInR apyrs  wivp

The interpretation of this is that when someone has a holy man such as Jacob in his home, wouldn't i3 o thmomy vyep  bwanmy

it be proper to be positively influenced by his good deeds and wisdom and to realize through him N"; (G hEp) ‘DD D7D N P
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[the message of the verse] He who keeps company with the wise becomes wise (Prov. 13:20)? But it PIYTR Y97 1280 1 ORI AL

was not so, and when Jacob left, Laban returned to his original place, i.e., to his wicked opinions and 12T ApYrY pien 23Ry oxpa niTea

character traits; a swindler and a lover of wealth. But Jacob went on his way, for the true righteous MnRT 020 TRboy pregow ,innab
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man and Torah scholar goes [“walks"] from his original place to greater stations, and as they said i "7*’;9:’ NURIT - Dippn 290 xR
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[bBerakhot 54a) “Torah scholars have na rest in this world or in the World-to-Come” for they grow nra o obive apus opy pr oomon
higher and higher each day. And so immediately [in the continuation of Gen. 32:2, we read of Jacob nPYR NYyn DpewnY /R37 0Yivan
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that] angels of God encountered him etc. Understand this T “‘773:9_: R ,ary orn

When the LoRD had finished speaking to Abraham, He departed; and Abraham returned to his place. (Gen 18:23)

When the Loret h inished speaking to Abraham, He departed: and Abraham retumed tohis ploce - Thisalludesto DITISH] L9295 mFD s oo o)
the ictum of th Sages of lessed memory (bShabhat 1272: Hospitlty s greater thanreceivingthe faceofthe ;gf K» :ﬁ;;m-,;: ’:’i‘:f amj)‘“ -
Divin Presence."Here Abraham was busy being osptabl toguests, Then he went o speak with the Divine M DENRR MM CRPOWH e nYapn
Presence and [afterwards] returne o i place, that i o say he moved to his higher station whichhe had occupied ?::mwf[m?f ms:‘ “22‘,2‘3”33 ':;:i
earler Buti it weren'tforti nterupton by the Divine Presence] Abraham would move fom figh station o f;f;: "1’51;":_‘;;"':1 j:?”::ﬁ‘:?;
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higher station: he s aways walking and it could notbe tht he wouldreturmtohis place.
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Give ear, 0 heavens, let me speak; Let the earth hear the words | utter! 2 May my discourse come down as the rain, My
speech distill as the dew, Like showers on young growth, Like droplets on the grass! 3 For the name of the LoRD |
proclaim; Give glory to our God! (Deut 32:1-3)

For the name of the Lord | proclaim. In Sifri (chapter 3) [we read that] the angels mention [the DUDRPRY (5 ~p) MIDOI NP T DR e
Tetragrammaton| after three words, so Moses said, “It is enough for me to be at a seventh of the A WDy iR whw o anR nrrnin
angels’ [level],” and therefore he mentioned it after twenty-one words [In the Hebrew for this verse, ETDRPRR  YIWH N > "1
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twentyone words appear before the Tetragrammaton is mentioned]. And thus we find in the chapter LRIWSY  ¢hsS phny  nwan N3R¥7

. . . . L . . L o s ] & - —3y$ 2 o S

Gid Hanasheh (bHullin 91b) that Israel mentions it after two words; this is referring to the collective, ¥ ,oPpn N ,nian wpy i
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but the angels are singletons who do not cause each other to ascend [to higher levels], that is, they AT LT DR i phyBN (R LA L

do not affect one another, and that is what He [God] answered (bShabbat 89a) [when the angels (VP P3E) 1D OR3a W Ny p1%y 2wnw

asked that they receive the Torah instead of Israel]: “Does murder occur amongst you, etc.?” For as
aclass they [the angels] are singletons who do not need each other and do not ascend through
[membership in] the community.Not so with man; he needs his fellow and as Ben Zoma said
(bBerakhot 58a), “Adam, etc.” Therefore the Torah's telos is the collective and the communality in
which each individual is affected by his fellow and ascends through him. Therefore the community

ascends more than ten times as much as the individual, for [otherwise] Moses should have = =2
mentioned [the Tetragrammaton] after ten times two words, i.e., twenty words, but he mentioned it ¥ 7o ; P
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after twenty-one words. :
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4 Meshekh Hokhmah on Deut 31:29
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5Me$hekh Hohkma on Ex 12:21
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6Meshekh Hokhma on Haftorah of Devarim That

you come to appear before Me, who asked that- of you? Trample My courts no more; bringing oblations is futile; Incense
is offensive to Me. New moon and sabbath, Proclaiming of solemnities, assemblies with iniquity; cannot abide. (Isaiah

1:13)
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