SERIES XVI LECTURE I

7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  What were the names of Samson’s mother and father?
2. What prompted Samson to marry a Philistine woman?
3. Inwhat manner did Samson terrorize the Philistines?
4.  What happened to Samson in Gaza?

5. Describe the circumstances of Samson’s death.

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture of this series:
“Samson: The Tormented Redeemer” .

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureisdedicated to the merit and honor of Dr.and Mrs.
Avi and Beth Adler and their family



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XV Lecture #3

SAMSON: THE TORMENTED REDEEMER

[ Samson and His First Encounter with the Philistines
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And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the L-rd
blessed him. And the spirit of the L-rd began to stir him in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and
Eshtaol. Judges 13:24-25
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“And the spirit of the L-rd began (vatohel), etc.” (Judges 13:15) R. Hama b. Hanina said:
Y aakov's prophecy became fulfilled (haltha), as it is written (Genesis 49:17), “Dan shall be a
serpent in the way [an adder in the path, that bites the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall
backward. | have waited for your salvation, O L-rd.”] “To stir him (lefa'amo) in Mahaneh-Dan.”
(ibid.) R. Yitzchak of the Yeshiva of R. Ammi said: This teaches that the Shechinah kept ringing
in front of him like a bell; it is written here to stir him [lefa'amo] in Mahaneh-Dan, and it is
written elsewhere (Exodus 28:34), “A golden bell [pa'amon] and a pomegranate.” Between
Zorah and Eshtaol (ibid.) R. Assi said: Zorah and Eshtaol are two great mountains, and Samson
uprooted them and ground one against the other. Sota 9b
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And the people of Israel did evil again in the sight of the L-rd; and the L-rd delivered them into
the hand of the Philistines forty years. Judges 13:1
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(Psalms 68: 27:31) “He has scattered the people that delight in approaches.” what caused Israel
to be scattered among the nations? The approaches [to the nations] which they desired.
Pesachim 118b
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(Genesis 49:17), “Dan shall be a serpent in the way [an adder in the path].” All other animals
travel in groups. The snake travels only alone. Another explanation of the verse, “Dan shall be a
serpent in the way”: Just as a snake is revengeful, so too was Shimshon, as it says (Judges
16:28), “May | be at once avenged [of the Philistines for my two eyes].” Midrash Bereishis
Rabbah Parshah 99:12
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“And the child grew, and the L-rd blessed him.” (Judges 13:14) Wherewith did He bless him?
Rav Y ehudah said in the name of Rav: He blessed him through his male organ. It was like that of
other men but his seed [flowed)] like a fast-flowing stream. Sota 10a
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It was revealed before the Holy One, blessed be He, that Shimshon was wont to go after his eyes.
For that reason, in order to prevent him from drinking wine, which brings to licentiousness, he
admonished him to become a Nazarite. Now, ook how [he compromised himself and] went after
his eyes, even in his state of being a Nazarite! Imagine what would happen had he actually drunk
wine? He wouldn’t have remained with any redeeming quality, since he was wont to pursue
licentiousness. Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah Parshah 10:5
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(Genesis 49:17), “Dan shall be a serpent in the way [an adder in the path].” Just as a snake is
found amongst women, so too, Shimshon, the son of Manoah, was found amongst women.
Midrash Bereishis Rabbah Parshah 98:14
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And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the
Philistines. And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, | have seen awoman in
Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore get her for me as my wife. Then his
father and his mother said to him, Is there no woman among the daughters of your brothers, or
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among all my people, that you must take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson
said to his father, Get her for me; for she is proper in my eyes. But his father and his mother
knew not that it was from the L-rd, that He sought an occasion against the Philistines; for at that
time the Philistines had dominion over Isragl. Judges 14:1-4
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The Rabbis taught: Shimshon rebelled with his eyes, as it says (Judges 14:3), “And Samson said
to his father, Get her for me; for sheis proper in my eyes.” Consequently, the Philistines gouged
out his eyes, asit says (Judges 16:21), “But the Philistines took him, and took out his eyes.” But
thisis not so [that he committed a crime], for it says (ibid. 14:4), “But his father and his mother
knew not that it was from the L-rd.” When he went [to choose a wife], however, he was
following his own sense of propriety. Sota 9b
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Similarly, we find regarding Shimshon HaGibbor (the mighty), that he was punished through
that which he prided himself, as it says (Judges 14:3), “And Samson said to his father, Get her
for me; for sheis proper in my eyes.” And it says (ibid. 4), “But his father and his mother knew
not that it was from the L-rd, etc.” And it is written (ibid. 16:21), “But the Philistines took him,
and took out his eyes.” Mechilta Beshalach - Shira Parshah 2
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One wonders, how is possible that someone who was commanded by the Creator to become
sanctified from the womb would become defiled by the daughters of the Philistines? The correct
approach seems to be that women that he took in Timnah, Gaza and Nahal Sorek were first
converted and embraced the Jewish religion. G-d forbid that the Judge of Israel and their Savior
should intermarry with the Philistines and violate the prohibition (Deuteronomy 7:3), “And you
shall not make marriages with them,” a very grevious sin which leads the person to deny the
Creator, asit says (ibid 4), “ For they will turn away your son from following Me, [that they may
serve other gods].” Thereis no evidence that Shimshon was ever punished for this [sin]. Thereis
no statement regarding him that, “he did evil in the eyes of G-d.” The Creator blessed him with
success in al of his endeavors. Similarly, it says (Judges 14:4), “. . . it was from the L-rd.” In
other words, his taking a woman from the daughters of the Philistines was planned by G-d and
fulfilled His will, and therefore he certainly converted them and prevailed upon them to embrace
the Jewish religion. Even though [they willfully converted,] it was the fulfillment of G-d's plan
that Shimshon take a Philistine wife in order to take revenge upon them, as Israel during that
period did not [adequately] fear G-d and weren’'t worthy of being completely saved from the
Philistines. Consequently, the Philistines dominated over Israel during the lifetime of Shimshon.
According to the chronology, the forty years of Philistine domination must have included the
tweny years of the Judgeship of Shimshon. Israel did not battle with them during this period.
Shimshon did it by himself. Consequently, the Philistines had no excuse to battle Israel because
of Shimshon, as he wasn’t under their control and he, by himself, perpetrated all the evils against
the Philistines and all the while was living with them. And because of their fear of him, the
Philistines were reluctant to go to war against Israel. As a result, when the Philistines asked of
the members of Y ehudah to go to the rock of Etam, they handed him over to them. Similarly, the
[incidents with the] swarm of bees in the body of the lion and the honey and when the wife of
Shimshon was given over to his companion, were al reasons for Shimshon to seek revenge from
the Philistines. This was all brought about by G-d, who is the prime mover and cause of all
events. - The punishment of taking out the eyes, however, was because she was proper in
Shimshon’s eyes, and he said [to his parents, (Judges 14:3)] “Get her for me; for she pleases me
well (lit. sheis proper in my eyes.)” It seems that he desired her because of her beauty. Similarly,
he desired the other [Philistine women] and took them to fulfill his personal desires. Behold, [by
doing so,] he forfeited [the reward] of his primary motivation, which was positive, i.e. [to fulfill]
G-d' s desire, as it says (Judges 14:4), “it was from the L-rd, that He sought an occasion against
the Philistines.” It seems to me that his motivation was positive, i.e. to find an excuse [to avenge
the evils of] the Philistines. Afterwards, though, his desire overcame him, when he saw her and
found her pleasing (lit. proper) and he forfeited [the reward of] his G-dly motivation through his
physical animal motivation which merged together with it. For that reason, he was punished,
measure for measure. Our Sages said that although it was decreed by G-d, Shimshon, himself,
sinned by going after what he deemed to be proper. Despite this, He was helped by Heaven and
extracted revenge from the Philistines for taking out his eyes. Radak, Judges 13:4
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Samson rebelled [against G-d] through his eyes etc. Rabbi taught: the beginning of his
degeneration occurred in Gaza, therefore he was punished in Gaza. But behold it is written: And
Samson went down to Timnah! Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman said: There they were [properly]
married, [in contradistinction of what happened in Gaza. Y erushalmi, Sota 1:8
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Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards
of Timnath; and, behold, a young lion roared against him. And the spirit of the L-rd came
mightily upon him, and he tore him as he would have torn a kid, and he had nothing in his hand,;
but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. - And he went down, and talked with
the woman; and she pleased Samson well (lit. and was proper in Samson’s eyes). - And after a
time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion; - and, behold,
there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcass of the lion. And he took of it in his hands,
and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they ate; but he
did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the carcass of the lion. Judges 14:5-9

F.
IR INIX ONIRTD Y :DOIN2T WY 1D 3 IPWH WY oY Wy WK DR IR 117
NYaW °7 ADIX TN T OX 770 027 K3 TINR (IWAY 077 MR SRR 170 0OV wbw
5 -rv:m‘v 1‘7:'m XY oxy D732 ngbn t:mv’mm 0°1°70 n’wbw n3’7 *ANIY DNREMI TRWAT 8
MR YRV NN TN b 77X 07732 nwbn uvwbwn 0°1°70 wbw ) opX opNI
yo2Win 0¥ | 0N oo nw‘vw N -rv:m'v 1937 x‘-m PINm XY 1YY DORM KX ‘7:&773 mb
WX2 IR N2 DRI INIR 5w 1D 7700 DX 1:’7 72%) TWOR DX PD 7IWHY nwx‘v 17K
NI AT 1P x’71 JINRIW P71 MIRPY 1»’7:7 1IWRY NWR Jap1  XP7 07 onxp uwv‘m
Qn°7 Nyaw 15’7:7 TJaPY SR 1’71 N7 XD mx’m "ARY 7137 A7 R IR XY ”71 ny ’33’7
§2 9K ARy ’33’7 T AR NN 02 A7 7321 "V AW 0iha | 0N Inwni mb 7 WK
opwIn X717 mb IR IRM TY 73 WA pINm i 70777 K22 0703 YYaWh 0§t 1Y WIR
nX NP1 WOR n’wbw | on 91 u'wwx 7971 7 91 1"7:7 nbxm 2N OnRED X7 mbw:
TR MY VA TRUM NYR TN IR 73 K 98K T AR *Tank N jnn onivhn
5-%7 DUwB Y Y Y7

So his father went down to the woman; and Samson made there a feast; for the young men used
to do so. - And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be
with him. And Samson said to them, | will now put ariddle to you; if you can tell me what it is
within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then | will give you thirty sheets and thirty
changes of garments; But if you cannot tell me what it is, then shall you give me thirty sheets
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and thirty changes of garments. And they said to him, Put your riddle, that we may hear it. And
he said to them, Out of the eater came food, and out of the strong came sweetness. And they
could not in three days tell what the riddle was. - And it came to pass on the seventh day, that
they said to Samson’s wife, Entice your husband, that he may tell us the riddle, lest we burn you
and your father’s house with fire; Have you called us to take possession of our goods? - And
Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, You hate me, and love me not; you have put ariddle
to the sons of my people, and have not told it to me. And he said to her, Behold, | have not told it
to my father nor to my mother, and shall | tell it to you? And she wept before him the seven
days, while their feast lasted; and it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because
she pressed him hard; and she told the riddle to her people. And the men of the city said to him
on the seventh day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger
than a lion? And he said to them, If you had not plowed with my heifer, you would not have
found out my riddle. And the spirit of the L-rd came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon,
and slew thirty men of them, and took their booty, and gave change of garments to those who
had told the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father’s house. And
Samson’ s wife was given to his companion, who was his friend. Judges 14:10-20

. Samson Takes Revenge
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But it came to pass after awhile, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with
akid; and he said, | will go in to my wife into the chamber. - But her father would not allow him
to go in. And her father said, | truly thought that you greatly hated her; therefore | gave her to
your companion. Is not her younger sister fairer than she? Take her, | beg you, instead of her.
And Samson said to them, Now shall | be blameless in regard to the Philistines, when | do them
mischief. - And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned tail
to tail, and put atorch in the middle between two tails. And when he had set the torches on fire,
he let them go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up both the shocks, and aso
the standing grain, as well as the olive trees. Then the Philistines said, Who has done this? And
they answered, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given
her to his companion. And the Philistines came up, and burned her and her father with fire. And
Samson said to them, If thisis what you have done, | will be avenged of you, and after that | will
cease. And he struck them hip and thigh with a great slaughter; and he went down and lived on
top of the rock Etam. Judges 15:1-8
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“And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes.” (Judges 15:4) Why just foxes? - R. Aibu b.

Nagari said in the name of R. Hiyya b. Abba: Samson declared: Let [the animal] come which
turns backward and exact punishment of the Philistines who went back on their oath. Sota 10a
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Then the Philistines went up, and camped in Judah, and made a raid on Lehi. And the men of
Judah said, Why do you come up against us? And they answered, To bind Samson have we come
up, to do to him as he has done to us. Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the
rock Etam, and said to Samson, Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What is
this that you have done to us? And he said to them, As they did to me, so have | done to them. -
And they said to him, We have come down to bind you, that we may deliver you to the hand of
the Philistines. - And Samson said to them, Swear to me, that you will not fall upon me
yourselves. And they spoke to him, saying, No; but we will bind you fast, and deliver you to
their hand; but surely we will not kill you. And they bound him with two new ropes, and brought
him up from the rock. And when he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him; and the
spirit of the L-rd came mightily upon him, and the ropes that were upon his arms became as flax
that was burned with fire, and his bands melted from off his hands. And he found a new jawbone
of a donkey, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men with it. And Samson
said, With the jawbone of a donkey (hamor), heaps upon heaps, - with the jaw of a donkey
(hamor) have | slain a thousand men. And it came to pass, when he had finished speaking, that
he threw away the jawbone from his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi. - And he was very
thirsty, and called on the L-rd, and said, Y ou have given this great deliverance through the hand
of your servant; and now shall | die for thirst, and fal into the hand of the uncircumcised? But
G-d gplit a hollow place that was in Lehi, and water came out; and when he drank, his spirit was
restored and he revived; therefore he called its name Ein-Hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.
And he judged Isragl in the days of the Philistines twenty years. Judges 15:9-20
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“But G-d split a hollow place that wasin Lehi (the jawbone).” (Judges 15:19) R. Yitzchak of the
Y eshiva of R. Ammi said: He [Samson] lusted for what was unclean; therefore his life was made
dependent upon an unclean thing. Sota 9b



Series XV 8 Lecture #3

[1. Samson and Ddlilah
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Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there a harlot, and went in to her. And it was told the
Gazatites, saying, Samson has come here. And they surrounded him, and waited in ambush for
him all night at the gate of the city, and were quiet all night, saying, In the morning, when it is
day, we shall kill him. And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors
of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them
upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of ahill that is before Hebron. Judges 16:1-3
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It has been taught: R. Shimon the Pious said: The width between Samson's shoulders was sixty
cubits, asit is said (Judges 16:3), “And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight and laid
hold of the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and plucked them up, bar and al, and
put them upon his shoulders;” and there is a tradition that the gates of Gaza were not less than
sixty cubits [in width]. Sota 10a
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And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was
Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and said to her, Entice him, and see
where does his great strength lie, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may
bind him to subdue him; and we will give you every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.
And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, | beg you, where does your great strength lie, and with
what you might be bound to subdue you. - And Samson said to her, If they bind me with seven
fresh bowstrings that are not yet dried, then shall | be weak, and be as any other man. Then the
lords of the Philistines brought to her seven fresh bowstrings which had not been dried, and she
bound him with them. And there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And
she said to him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson. And he broke the bowstrings, as a thread
of tow is broken when it touches the fire. So his strength was not known. And Delilah said to
Samson, Behold, you have mocked me, and told me lies; now tell me, | beg you, with what might
you be bound. And he said to her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were used, then
shall | be weak, and be as any other man. Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him with
them, and said to him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson. And there were men waiting in the
chamber. And he broke them from off his arms like athread. And Delilah said to Samson, Until
now you have mocked me, and told me lies; tell me with what might you be bound. And he said
to her, If you weave the seven locks of my head with the web. And she fastened it with the pin,
and said to him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson. And he awoke from his sleep, and went
away with the pin of the loom, and with the web. And she said to him, How can you say, | love
you, when your heart is not with me? Y ou have mocked me these three times, and have not told
me where does your great strength lie. And it came to pass, when she harassed him daily with her
words, and urged him, so that his soul was troubled to death; That he told her al his heart, and
said to her, There has not come arazor upon my head; for | have been a Nazirite to G-d from my
mother’swomb; if | am shaven, then my strength will go from me, and | shall become weak, and
be like any other man. And when Delilah saw that he had told her al his heart, she sent and
called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he has told me all his heart.
Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and brought money in their hand. And she made
him slegp upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she had him shave off the seven locks of
his head; and she began to torment him, and his strength went from him. And she said, The
Philistines are upon you, Samson. And he awoke from his sleep, and said, | will go out like other
times before, and shake myself free. And he knew not that the L-rd had departed from him. But
the Philistines took him, and took out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him
with fetters of bronze; and he ground at the mill of the prison house. Judges 16:4:21
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“And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was
Delilah.” (Judges 16:4) It has been taught: Rabbi says. If her name had not been called Delilah,
she was fit that it should be so called. She weakened his strength, she weakened his heart, she
weakened his actions. She weakened his strength, as it is written (ibid. 19), “And his strength

went from him.” She weakened his heart, as it is written (ibid. 18), “And when Delilah saw that
he had told her all his heart.” She weakened his actions since the Shechinah departed from him,
asit iswritten (ibid. 20), “But he knew not that the L-rd had departed from him.” Sota 9b
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“And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him.” (Judges
16:16) What is the meaning of, “and urged him”? R. Yitzchak of the School of R. Ammi said: At
the time of the consummation, she detached herself from him. Sota 9b
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“And when Delilah saw that he had told her al his heart.” (Judges 16:18) How did she know

this? R. Hanin said in the name of Rav: Words of truth are recognisable. Abaye said: She knew
that this righteous man would not utter the Divine Name in vain; when he exclaimed (ibid. 17),
“| have been aNazirite unto G-d,” she said: Now he has certainly spoken the truth. Sota 9b
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Our Rabbis have taught: Samson rebelled [against G-d] through his eyes, as it is said (Judges
14:3), “And Samson said unto his father, ‘Get her for me, because she is pleasing in my eyes;”
therefore the Philistines put out his eyes, as it is said (Judges 16:21), “And the Philistines laid
hold on him and put out his eyes.” But it is not so; for behold it iswritten (Judges 14:4), “But his
father and his mother knew not that it was of the L-rd!” When he went [to choose a wife,
however,] he nevertheless followed his own eyes (i.e. inclinations). Sota 9b
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It has been taught: Rabbi says: The beginning of his [Samson's] degeneration occurred in Gaza;
therefore he received his punishment in Gaza. The beginning of his [Samson's] degeneration was
in Gaza asit iswritten (Judges 16:1), “And Samson went to Gaza, and saw there an harlot etc.;”

therefore he received his punishment in Gaza, as it is written (Judges 16:21), “And they brought
him down to Gaza.” But behold it is written (Judges 14:1), “And Samson went down to
Timnah!” Nevertheless the beginning of his degeneration occurred in Gaza. Sota 9b
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“And he did grind in the prison house.” (Judges 16:21) R. Y ohanan said: “Grind” means nothing
else than [sexual] transgression; and thusit is stated, “ Then let my wife grind unto another.” (Job
31:10) It teaches that everyone brought his wife to him to the prison that she might bear a child
by him [who would be as strong as he was]. R. Papa said: That is what the proverb tells, “Before
the wine-drinker [set] wine, before a ploughman a basket of roots.” Sota 10a

IV.  Samson’sFina Revenge
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And the hair of his head began to grow back after he was shaven. And the lords of the Philistines
gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, Our
god has delivered Samson our enemy into our hand. And when the people saw him, they praised
their god; for they said, Our god has delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of
our country, who slew many of us. And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they
said, Call for Samson, that he may make sport for us. And they called Samson out of the prison
house; and he made sport for them; and they set him between the pillars. And Samson said to the
lad who held him by the hand, Leave me aone, and let me feel the pillars on which the house is
fixed, that | may lean upon them. And the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of
the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and women,
who looked while Samson made sport. And Samson called to the L-rd, and said, O L-rd G-d,
remember me, | pray you, and strengthen me, | pray you, only this once, O G-d, that | may be at
once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars
upon which the house stood, and he supported himself on them, on one with his right hand, and
on the other with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed with
al his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people who were in there. So the
dead whom he slew at his death were more than those whom he slew in hislife. And his brothers
and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying place of Manoah his father. And he judged Israel
twenty years. Judges 16:22-31
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“And Samson called to the L-rd, and said, O L-rd G-d, remember me, | pray you, and strengthen
me, | pray you, only this once, O G-d, that | may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my
two eyes.” (Judges 16:28) Rav said: Samson spoke before the Holy One, blessed be He,
“Sovereign of the Universe, Remember on my behalf the twenty years| judged Israel, and never
did | order anyone to carry my staff from one place to another.” Sota 10a
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R. Yohanan said: Samson judged Isragl in the same manner as their Father in heaven; as it is
said, (Genesis 49:16), “Dan shall judge his people as One.” R. Y ohanan also said: Samson was
called by the name of the Holy One, blessed be He; as it is said (84:12), “For the L-rd G-d is a
sun and a shield.” According to this argument, [his name] may not be erased! The intention is
that [his name] was typical of the name of the Holy One, blessed be He; as the Holy One, blessed
be He, shields the whole world, so Samson shielded Isragl during his generation. R. Y ohanan
also said: Balaam was lame in one leg, as it is sad (Numbers 23:3) “And he went shefi
(dislocated);” Samson was lame in both legs, asit is said (Genesis 49:17), Shefifan (lit. an adder
but understood to also mean adouble dislocation) in the path.” Sota 10a

V. The Cult of Michah
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And there was a man of Mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah. And he said to his mother,
The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you, about which you cursed, and
spoke of it also in my ears, behold, the silver is with me; | took it. And his mother said, Blessed
be you of the L-rd, my son. And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his
mother, his mother said, | [had] consecrate]d] the silver to the L-rd from my hand for my son, to
make an engraved image and a molten image; now therefore | will restoreit to you. And when he
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had given back the money to his mother, his mother took two hundred shekels of silver, and gave
them to the silversmith, who made an engraved image of it and a molten image; and they werein
the house of Micahyehu. - And the man Micah had a house of gods, and made an ephod, and
teraphim, and consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest. In those days there was no
king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes. - And there was a young
man from Beth-Lehem of Judah of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, - and he sojourned
there. And the man departed from the city from Beth-Lehem of Judah to sojourn where he could
find a place; and he came to Mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. And Micah
said to him, Where do you come from? And he said to him, | am a Levite of Beth-Lehem of
Judah, and | go to sojourn where | may find a place. And Micah said to him, Live with me, and
be to me a father and a priest, and | will give you ten shekels of silver a year, and a suit of
appard, and your provisions. So the Levite went in. And the Levite was content to live with the
man; and the young man was to him like one of his sons. And Micah consecrated the Levite; and
the young man became his priest, and was in the house of Micah. Then said Micah, Now | know
that the L-rd will do me good, seeing | have a Levite asmy priest. Judges 17:1-13
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In those days there was no king in Israel; and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought for
itself an inheritance to live in; for till that day all their inheritance had not yet fallen to them
among the tribes of Israel. And the sons of Dan sent of their family five men from their borders,
men of valor, from Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it; and they said to
them, Go, search the land; who when they came to Mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, they
lodged there. When they were by the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the young
man the Levite; and they turned aside, and said to him, Who brought you here? and what do you
do in this place? and what have you here? And he said to them, Thus and thus deals Micah with
me, and has hired me, and | am his priest. And they said to him, Ask counsel, we pray you, of
G-d, that we may know whether our way which we go shall be prosperous. And the priest said to
them, Go in peace; before the L-rd is your way wherever you go. - Then the five men departed,
and came to Laish, and saw the people who were there, how they lived in safety, after the
manner of the Sidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no one in the land that put them to
shame in any thing, nor was there a hereditary ruler; and they were far from the Sidonians, and
had no business with any man. And they came to their brothers to Zorah and Eshtaol; and their
brothers said to them, What do you say? And they said, Arise, that we may go up against them;
for we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good; and are you idle? Do not be slow to go,
and to enter to possess the land. When you go, you shall come to an unsuspecting people, and to
alarge land; for G-d has given it to your hands; a place where there is no lack of any thing that is
in the earth. And from there went from the family of the Danites, from Zorah and from Eshtaol,
six hundred men girded with weapons of war. And they went up, and camped in Kiriath-Jearim,
in Judah; therefore they called that place Mahaneh-Dan till this day; behold, it is behind
Kiriath-Jearim. And they passed from there to Mount Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah.
Then answered the five men who went to spy out the country of Laish, and said to their brothers,
Do you know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and an engraved image, and a
molten image? now therefore consider what you have to do. And they turned aside there, and
came to the house of the young man the Levite, to the house of Micah, and greeted him. And the
six hundred men girded with their weapons of war, who were of the sons of Dan, stood by the
entrance of the gate. And the five men who went to spy out the land went up, and came in there,
and took the engraved image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image; and the
priest stood in the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men who were girded with weapons
of war. And these went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the
teraphim, and the molten image. Then said the priest to them, What are you doing? And they
said to him, Hold your peace, lay your hand upon your mouth, and go with us, and be to us a
father and a priest; Is it better for you to be a priest in the house of one man, or that you should
be a priest to a tribe and a family in Israel? And the priest’s heart was glad, and he took the
ephod, and the teraphim, and the engraved image, and went in the midst of the people. So they
turned and departed, and put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before them. And
when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men who were in the houses near to
Micah's house were called out, and overtook the sons of Dan. And they shouted to the sons of
Dan. And they turned their faces, and said to Micah, What ails you, that you come with such a
company? And he said, Y ou have taken away my gods which | made, and the priest, and you go
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away; and what have | more? and how then do you say to me, What ails you? And the sons of
Dan said to him, Do not raise your voice among us, lest angry fellows run upon you, and you
lose your life, with the lives of your household. And the sons of Dan went their way; and when
Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back to his house. And they
took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came to Laish, to a
people who were quiet and unsuspecting; and they struck them with the edge of the sword, and
burned the city with fire. And there was no savior, because it was far from Sidon, and they had
no dealings with any man; and it wasin the valley that lies by Beth-Rehob. And they built a city,
and lived there. And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father,
who was born to Israel; but the name of the city was Laish at the first. And the sons of Dan set
up the engraved image; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Ma(n)asseh, he and his
sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. And they set up for
themselves Micah's engraved image, which he had made, all the time that the house of G-d was
in Shiloh. Judges 18:1-31
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It has been taught: R. Nathan said: From Gareb to Shiloah is a distance of three mils, and the
smoke of the altar and that of Micah's image intermingled. The ministering angels wished to
thrust Micah away, but the Holy One, blessed be He, said to them, ‘Let him alone, because his
bread is available for wayfarers.” Sanhedrin 103b



