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Parsha and Manuscript: Shoftim
‘Be wholehearted with G-d’
Deuteronomy 18:9-15:

When you have come to the land the Lord your G-d is giving you, you shall
not learn to do like the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found
among you anyone who passes his son or daughter through fire, a soothsayer,
adiviner of [auspicious] times, one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or a
charmer, a pithom sorcerer, ayido'a sorcerer, or a necromancer. For whoever
does these things is an abomination to the Lord, and because of these
abominations, the Lord, your G-d is driving them out from before you. Be
wholehearted (tamim) with the Lord your G-d. For these nations, which
you are to possess, hearken to diviners of [auspicious] times and soothsayers,
but as for you, the Lord your G-d, has not given you [things] like these. A
prophet from among you, from your brothers, like me, the Lord your G-d will
set up for you; you shall hearken to Him.

Rashi

Conduct yourself with Him with simplicity (b’tmimut) and depend on Him,
and do not inquire (tachkor) of the future; rather, accept whatever happens to
you with [unadulterated] simplicity and then, you will be with Him and to His
portion.*

Midrash Sfrei (Devarim173)

Whole shall you be with the Lord your G-d: When you are whole, your ot
will be with the L-rd your G-d. And thus did David say:*‘And | in My
wholeness will go — redeem me and be gracious unto me,” and:®‘And 1, in
my wholeness Y ou supported me, and Y ou placed me before Y ou forever.’
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1 Rabbeinu Bahya (1255-1340) on Deuteronomy 18:13 writes it is a commandment that a person
should have integrity.

2 Psalms 26:11.

® Psalms 41:13.
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MS Michael 384 (1399) — B'tmimut
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