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Midrash	Tanchuma,	Ki	Tisa	10:1	
	
(1)	This	they	shall	give,	everyone	that	passeth	among	them	that	are	numbered,	half	a	shekel	(Exod.	30:13).	Because	they	had	sinned	at	
the	sixth	hour,16Word-play	reading	the	word	boshet	(“shame,	disgrace”)	as	bo	shish	(“the	sixth	hour”);	thus,	“The	sixth	hour	came,	they	
erected	the	golden	calf.”	which	is	the	middle	of	the	day,	they	shall	give	half	a	shekel,	which	is	six	grammata.	R.	Johanan	declared:	Because	
they	had	violated	the	Ten	Commandments	each	one	had	to	give	ten	gerah,	which	totals	half	a	shekel.	R.	Simeon	the	son	of	Levi	said:	
Because	they	sold	Rachel’s	firstborn	for	twenty	pieces	of	silver	and	each	one	took	a	coin	for	himself,	each	one	had	to	give	one	coin.	
	
Midrash	Tanchuma,	Ki	Tisa	9:5	
	
(5)	This	they	shall	give.	R.	Menahem	said:	The	Holy	One,	blessed	be	He,	removed	from	beneath	His	throne	of	glory	a	coin	of	fire	(the	size	
of	a	half-shekel	coin)	and	showed	it	to	Moses.	Then	He	said	to	him:	This	they	shall	give.	That	is	to	say,	everyone	who	passes	by	as	the	
census	is	taken	shall	give	something	similar	to	them.	
	


