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11. The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: MPRY AWNnHR AinY AT K
12. "When you take the sum of the children of Israel according to unih oo’ YR a wRy R RPN o
their numbers, let each one give to the Lord an atonement for his ona ﬂ:..U.’.'N'ﬂ DNk THo3a nlnw"? iWn1 195 wR
soul when they are counted; then there will be no plague among :oNR THo3 733
them when they are counted.

When you take: Heb. xwn 2. [This is] an expression of taking, as the 5apY Piannws ,mi3nno ,nvap pwd (Rwn o

Targum [Onkelos] renders. [l.e.,] when you wish to take the sum [total] of ROR ,n5195 DInN YR ,00 NN NPTH DIUN DIDD

their numbers to know how many they are, do not count them by the head,

oYpwn R fuAM Spwn rnn TR 5o un
but each one shall give a half-shekel, and you shall count the shekels.

- i
[Thereby] you will know their number. SREAL P
then there will be no plague among them: for the evil eye has power over TN YA YA VW PInNnw 533 oNa O K5
numbered things, and pestilence comes upon them, as we find in David’s =TT D2 1RAW 1IN0 ,DTI"'?}J X2
time (Il Sam. 24).
13. This they shall give, everyone who goes through the Spwn nenn o pen-Hp havn o um | ar »
counting: half a shekel according to the holy shekel. Twenty SpWwin nxnn Ypwin hna oMy wThn bpwa
gerahs equal one shekel; half of [such] a shekel shall be an -9 AL
offering to the Lord. .
This they shall give: He [God] showed him [Moses] a sort of coin of fire nopwm WK 5w pavn P2 D AXRTN AN
weighing half a shekel, and He said to him, “Like this one they shall give.” - 230 71D D MIRY Spwin nrnn

[from Tanchuma 9; Tanchuma Buber, Naso p. 35; Pesikta d’Rav Kahana
19a; Midrash Psalms 91:1; Yerushalmi, Shekalim 1:4]
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Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 10:1

(1) This they shall give, everyone that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel (Exod. 30:13). Because they had sinned at
the sixth hour,16Word-play reading the word boshet (“shame, disgrace”) as bo shish (“the sixth hour”); thus, “The sixth hour came, they
erected the golden calf.” which is the middle of the day, they shall give half a shekel, which is six grammata. R. Johanan declared: Because
they had violated the Ten Commandments each one had to give ten gerah, which totals half a shekel. R. Simeon the son of Levi said:
Because they sold Rachel’s firstborn for twenty pieces of silver and each one took a coin for himself, each one had to give one coin.

Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 9:5

(5) This they shall give. R. Menahem said: The Holy One, blessed be He, removed from beneath His throne of glory a coin of fire (the size
of a half-shekel coin) and showed it to Moses. Then He said to him: This they shall give. That is to say, everyone who passes by as the
census is taken shall give something similar to them.



